How HENRY iv REBUILT FRANCE'S UNITY

conscience, respect for my honour would have prevented me ... What
would those most devoted to the Catholic religion have said about me if,
having lived to the age of thirty in one condition, they saw me suddenly
change my belief under the expectation of thereby winning a king-
dom? . ..' He promised to look into the matter, to seek light. Those who
were unwilling to wait, he said, had the right to forsake him. 'Among
die Catholics, I shall have with me those who love France and honour/
And indeed he had them, plus a small Protestant army. The League
organized itself against him; die Duke of Mayenne (brother of the late
Duke of Guise) proclaimed the aged Cardinal of Bourbon king under the
style of Charles X, and made himself Lieutenant-General of the realm.
In Paris, the sectarian demagogy of die Sixteen (district representatives)
annoyed the Catholic aristocracy, which refused to follow; Henry IV
believed that it was possible for him to conquer his kingdom, and with ten
thousand men he undertook this great task.

He could have withdrawn into Languedoc, but diat would have been
to forsake Paris, so he marched on Normandy where he knew he would
find friendly cities. Thidier Mayenne followed him; at Arques, near
Dieppe, by his own qualities of leadership Henry IV won a first victory
which guaranteed him Frenchmen of all parties, who turned by instinct
to the nation's king. On the League's side there were die King of Spain
and die Duke of Savoy, all France's enemies; such ill-made alliances
upset decent people. The Paris middle ckss, which had embraced a
Cadiolic party, was astounded and weary to see this party turn revolution-
ary. Even Mayenne wrote: 'The merchants think of their business, will
have nodiing to do with war, and advise peace/ The members of the
Parlement, persecuted by the Sixteen, were secretly partisans of Navarre;
the Satire Mfaippee describes the anger of the well-to-do: 'In olden times,
each man had wheat in his attic and wine in his cellar', the authors kept
repeating; 'each had his silver plate, his arras, and his furniture . .. Now
who can boast of having enough to live on for three weeks, apart from
the thieves? .. / Everyone wanted order, everyone awaited an energetic
and forgiving ruler; what was more, diis ruler existed and he was the
King. All that was told of him was delightful: 'If you are losing your
standard-bearers, rally to my white plume; you will find it on the road
to victory and honour/ Then, on the eve of a batde: 'Quarter for French-
men, death to foreigners/ When at last he came to lay siege to Paris,
he had not the heart to maintain too harsh a blockade and allowed the
entry of foodstuffs: 1 do not want to rule over a cemetery', he said.
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